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Dear Friends of Florida Students:

t gives us great pleasure to introduce you to “The Faces of  FRAG,” a 
sampling of the outstanding students who receive the Florida Resident 
Access Grant. “The Faces of FRAG” are truly the ‘Faces of Florida.’ This is 
a diverse group of students refl ecting the full array of people from so many 

backgrounds who are seeking to improve both their knowledge and their 
lives, and by doing so making Florida a brighter place to work and live.

The FRAG is a tuition-assistance grant created by the Legislature 26 
years ago to increase opportunities for Floridians seeking a college degree, 
strengthen the private higher education sector, and create savings for taxpayers 
by reducing demand on the public systems. But recent years have seen an 
unpredictable grant, meeting less of the costs of students and becoming less of 
a competitive lever compared to state subsidized systems.   

By creating opportunity the FRAG serves as a useful tool in expanding 
access to success. As you read on you will meet traditional college students 
who selected a private college because it was the right choice for them, as well 
as older Floridians who returned to college later in life to better provide for 
their families. You will meet single mothers who work as they study to pay for 
their education and support their families and students whose parents sought 
the American Dream, moving here from poorer countries to take advantage of 
the opportunity Florida offers.

As you read these compelling stories consider how important the FRAG 
is in helping tens of thousands of students afford the education they want 
and Florida needs. Refl ect on the importance of the FRAG in increasing the 
ability of the independent colleges and universities to serve the interests of all 
Floridians. The student stories which follow are repeated throughout our 28 
institutions as we open doorways to success for our students, 44% of whom 
are minorities.  

The FRAG program delivers an exceptional return on investment for 
Floridians by helping the Independent Colleges & Universities of Florida help 
deserving students. The Florida Resident Access Grant helps make Florida a 
brighter place.  

Ed H. Moore
Executive Director
Independent Colleges & Universities of Florida 

The Faces of FRAG are the Faces of Florida

“The FRAG 
serves as a 
useful tool 

in expanding 
access to 
success.”
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“Receiving a college education is expensive; the rates increase 
each year. FRAG is defi nitely one form of assistance that no 
eligible student can afford to be without.”

— Charles Cooper, Edward Waters College

“I believe in the FRAG because it creates opportunity. 
Without the FRAG, I would not have been able to 
attend Flagler College. Without the FRAG, I would not 
have become the leader I am today.”

— Crystal Hill, Flagler College

“The difference a grant like FRAG has made in my 
life can’t be expressed in words; the only way I can 
show my appreciation is by excelling in school and 
helping the community.”

— Simon Cox, Ringling School of Art and Design
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Sheena Bacon
Eckerd College

decided at an early age that I wanted to be a doctor. I’ve known 
since I was ten years old that I wanted to be an obstetrician. I just 
didn’t know how I was going to get there.

The FRAG has been instrumental in assisting with a 
biology/pre-med major, in achieving my career goals; nearly all of my 
education at Eckerd College is funded by FRAG. When I was applying 
for college, a small, private school seemed out of reach. I resigned 
myself to going to a large, public school where I would be a number. 
Eckerd is different: the professors make it a point to get to know you well. Not only are they helpful in class, but 
out of class they have helped me to stay focused on my career path toward medical school.

A member of the Afro-American Society, Student Court, and the Pre-Health Club, I appreciate the diverse 
group of people I have met since arriving at Eckerd College from nearby Boca Ciega High School. FRAG has given 
me the opportunity to be in an environment that is different than what I’m used to. Also, the chance to study 
abroad is something that my family would not have considered as a possibility. 

While maintaining a 3.7 GPA, I work as a pharmacy technician at a local Walgreen’s and do work-study on 
campus. Without the assistance of FRAG, I’m sure that my work hours would be tripled in order to pay for college 
and everyday living expenses. 

Though I’m over halfway to being an Eckerd College graduate, I continue to look into the future. I hope to 
attend one of Florida’s state universities for medical school. FRAG has given me the chance to get a good education 
at a respected college and has prepared me for what lies ahead in the fi eld of medicine. Who knows where I would 
be otherwise.

Rebecca Anderson
International College

am so thankful to be a FRAG recipient. I work full time at the management-level at a Naples hospital and have 
been working toward a bachelor’s degree for several years. This is my fi rst semester attending International 
College. I left school in 1999 in order to help care for a sick relative. 

The only reasons I am able to attend college is because of the availability of FRAG and International 
College’s offering of an accelerated management program. FRAG covers a percentage my semester costs, which I 
would otherwise have to pay myself. This grant defi nitely helps offset personal costs. 

I’m thrilled that years ago legislators set up an access grant that gives Florida residents in pursuit of higher 
education another alternative to pursue. Hopefully, present-day legislators understand the signifi cance of this grant 
and continue to provide funding for it.

International College has been student-friendly, accommodating, and I am learning so much so quickly.  I do 
not want to be in school for the rest of my life.

The Faces of FRAG — Student Profiles

“Who knows where I would have been otherwise...”
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Jennifer Crummey
Saint Leo University

ithout the FRAG, I would not have been able to continue my education. I am a married mother of 
two seeking my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education. I attend Saint Leo University’s Lake City 
campus. I just completed my fi rst semester and I look forward to graduating in 2006. Any increase in 
the funding of the FRAG would help eliminate my out of pocket expenses. Please 
keep the FRAG!!

Lisa Patton
Florida Institute of Technology

am a senior Chemical Engineering major from Port St Lucie. I graduated in the top 10% of my class with a 
weighted GPA of 5.1 at Lincoln Park Academy. I come from a single parent family. My mom works for Indian 
River Community College. I currently have a 3.14 GPA and am set to graduate in the spring ‘05. I plan to 
go to graduate school. I am also a Florida Medallion scholar and combine FRAG with several grants and 
scholarships to make my education possible.  FRAG makes my education possible, along with several students 

in my classes.

Attila Farkas
Barry University

oing to Barry University is a big step in my life 
which could have caused fi nancial chaos to me 
and my family. Florida Residence Access Grant 
(FRAG) and a few other grants have allowed 
me to remain in a worry free situation about 

paying for school. With rising interest rates, taking out a 
student loan can cost me a lot of money in the long run. 
With FRAG, I don’t have to take out extra loans which 
allow me to spend the money on more important things 
like books for class and other important items needed to be 
successful in school. 

FRAG has been life changing because it has offered me a way to increase my fi nancial aid package and allow 
me to think less about how I am going to pay for school and think more about completing my fi eld of study 
successfully.

“I am a married mother of two 
seeking my Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education.”
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Stephen F. Daniels
Eckerd College

wanted to drop you a line to express my appreciation for your time and effort in helping secure all available 
funding for continuing my educational journey. The fi nancial assistance and guidance offered at Eckerd College 
including the FRAG has helped make my life change a pleasant and exciting experience. To give you a little 
background on my life, I was in the automotive industry in upper level management for the past 12 years and 

experienced a drastic cut in compensation since September 11, 2001. Along with the cut in pay and required 
working hours, I made a decision to quit working 
and go back to school full time. The end goal of 
this educational journey is to achieve a Juris Doctor 
in Business Law from Stetson University College of 
Law.

After interviewing with Stetson and fi nding 
out the requirements for admission, I inquired as 
to what college or university they recommended 
fi nishing my undergraduate degree. The admissions 
counselor recommended Eckerd College because 
its students seemed to excel due to the emphasis 
on liberal arts studies. FRAG was the deciding 
factor in helping me choose Eckerd College over 
a state college or university because of what I feel 
is a higher quality of education offered by Eckerd 
College and Stetson’s recommendation. FRAG 
helped provide the choice of attending a private 
college over a state college or university at close to 
the educational cost of attending the local state university. 

Please express my gratitude and appreciation to the State of Florida legislators for FRAG and its help in 
leveling the playing fi eld of educational choices since the State supplements State Colleges and Universities. I hope 
and pray that our legislators understand the importance of providing the students of Florida with every possible 
fi nancial tool to further one’s educational hopes and dreams for a better future.  

Herold A. Geffrard
Barry University

hat the Florida Resident Access Grant contributes to my educational success is irrefutable. Indeed, if it 
were not for this state grant, I would not be able to attend Barry University. Hence, I recommend that 
the state acknowledge the importance of the FRAG to Florida residents who would rather attend school 
in their native state.

“I hope and pray that our legislators understand 
the importance of providing the students of Florida 

with every possible fi nancial tool to further one’s 
educational hopes and dreams for a better future.”  
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Maria Silvia Troconis
Saint Thomas University

y name is Maria Silvia Troconis and I am 22 years of 
age. I was born in beautiful Fort Worth, Texas on 
December 30, 1981. My parents are the late Gonzalo 
de Jesus Troconis and my mom is Silvia Guerrero. My 

father was Venezuelan and my mom was born in Cuba but raised in 
Venezuela. Though I was born in the U.S my upbringing has been 
Hispanic. My family has been surrounded by entrepreneurs, and that is 
why we believe a good education is important.

I attend St. Thomas University. With the help of my mom and 
fi nancial aid, I was able to continue my higher education. The Florida 
Resident Access Grant is part of that fi nancial aid help and has helped 
me achieve my educational goals. The FRAG has enabled me to 
continue my education and has given me the opportunity to learn so 
much about my chosen fi eld.  

My major is International Business, and I am trying to follow in the footsteps of my mom, whom I look up 
to. I someday would like to own my own business. The education I was able to receive from St. Thomas University 
wasn’t just from the dedicated professors. It was also from receiving fi nancial aid like the FRAG. Having this money 
has helped me concentrate more on school and has helped me to make it my fi rst priority. For that I am very 
thankful for the FRAG.

Missy Haggard Belford
Rollins College

ike many students these days, I had sole responsibility for the fi nancial aspect of my education. I completed 
my associate’s degree at a local community college and knew that the local state university did not offer an 
environment conducive to my personal success. Additionally, because of my life situation, out of area schools 
were not an option.  

Although Rollins College would be the ideal setting for me, I felt certain I would not be able to afford 
to attend. Fortunately, I took a gamble and met with an advisor anyway. I was ecstatic to fi nd out that I would 
be eligible for the Florida Resident Access Grant.  With the assistance of the FRAG, I began my educational 
career at Rollins College and found that it was the perfect place for me.  I excelled academically throughout my 
undergraduate work.  

“I was ecstatic to fi nd out 
that I would be eligible for 

the Florida Resident 
Access Grant.” 

As a result of the phenomenal support I received 
from professors and advisors, I developed a career path 
and went on to earn a Master’s Degree at Rollins as 
well.  I am now attempting to give back to the Rollins 
community and the current students by teaching as an 
adjunct professor. If not for the FRAG, it would have 
been nearly impossible for me to attend Rollins and 
I am quite certain that my path would have differed 
signifi cantly.
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“I am grateful for the fi nancial 
aid I have received...”

Alaina R. Lassiter
Florida Southern College

inancial diffi culties have plagued me, from a 
single-parent family, for many years. With the 
small income my mother brings in, I needed 
to succeed academically in high school to earn scholarships for college. I achieved nearly a 4.0 GPA at Santa 

Fe High School in Alachua County and qualifi ed for the Bright Futures Scholarship, the Florida Student Assistance 
Grant, and FRAG. 

Now a senior double majoring in sociology and criminology, I have set specifi c educational and career goals 
for myself. I plan to earn a master’s in social work and then work for the state of Florida — truly a tangible “return” 
on the state’s investment. First, however, I will need to take a break from my studies to earn the money for my 
future goals. 

I’d have to say my mom and family have motivated me to go this far. My mom was determined to have 
her kids go to college. She didn’t go to college and she wanted more for us. Through her prayers and others, I 
managed to do pretty well here at FSC.

In addition to my studies, I fi nd time to do things for others, especially children. I have taught vacation 
Bible school classes, volunteered at a local day care center, and have helped at food drives for needy children. This 
semester, I’m doing an internship at Lighthouse Ministries where I help children. Needless to say, whatever type of 
social work I’ll be doing after I graduate, most likely I’ll be interacting with kids. 

I am grateful for the fi nancial aid I have received through Florida Southern, Bright Futures, and the state. 
“There is no way I would have been able to attend FSC without these.” Undoubtedly, FRAG has played a 
signifi cant part in my pursuit of goals. 

Jerri Fritz
Webber International University

hile in high school I never really thought about college until my senior year. And then the quest 
began to fi nd scholarships and decide on what college to attend. I live in a small city and wanted to 
remain close to home to be near my family so I decided on Webber International University, which 
was only fi fteen minutes away from home. 

However, when I learned about the cost of tuition and 
books, I was sure I wouldn’t be able to attend on what few 
scholarships I had already received. But after meeting with 
an advisor in the Financial Aid offi ce I realized that I was 
eligible for the Florida Resident Access Grant or FRAG.  

Without the help of this scholarship, I would have to 
work so much harder in order to pay for school. Instead, 
I have been able to join numerous clubs throughout the 
campus and enjoy college life while working only part-
time. Also, I have been one of the lucky ones, who with 
the help of the state government, has not had to take out 
a loan in order to make it through college. I graduate in 
May 2005 with my Bachelors in Business Management.
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Cynthia Ford
Florida Southern College

suffered both the tragic loss of my mother to breast cancer during my sophomore year of college and a physical 
malady that caused me to change my major from music to special education. Few young people can experience 
this level of sorrow and go on to achieve the Dean’s List and be a campus leader. 

Just 10 days before I arrived at Florida Southern, I was diagnosed with Bell’s palsy. With the entire right 
side of my face paralyzed, I could not smile or eat. My doctor was of little assistance. I used the Internet to help me 
get through it. I found exercises that I could do to bring back some of the muscle tone. Now, I have gained back 
90% of the muscles in the right side of my face. 

I was a recipient of the “Chappie James Most Promising Teacher” scholarship for my freshman and 
sophomore years, I lost the $4,000 annual award when the Florida Legislature discontinued the Critical Teacher 
Shortage programs. Since then, my expenses and student loan have been worrisome. FRAG has helped to lessen my 
fi nancial burden. If FRAG was taken away, in order for me to be here, I would have to take out more loan money 
or hope to get another scholarship.

I have worked hard to succeed at Florida Southern. My father supports a family of four on a small income. I 
have helped out by earning over $8,000, unusually high for a college student, to put herself through school. And I 
fi nd time to volunteer with the adult literacy program in Polk County. 

I could not, and would not be here to tell you this story if it were not for the help of fi nancial aid. Florida 
Southern College strives to help their students reach their goals and dreams by fi nding as many ways as possible to 
get aid.

Wilkens Auguste
Florida Memorial College

hen I graduated from high school, I really 
wanted to go to college. Due to my family’s 
limited fi nancial resources, I soon realized that 
college was out of my reach. Upon inquiring 

about opportunities at Florida Memorial College, I was 
informed about a program called the Florida Resident Access 
Grant that could assist me in attending college. The FRAG 
program closed the fi nancial aid gap and allowed me to enroll 
in college to pursue my dreams. Today I am a junior majoring 
in criminal justice at Florida Memorial College. I am indeed 
grateful to the people who created this valuable program. I 
would not be in college today if this assistance from FRAG 
had not been available. Thanks and thanks again.

“The FRAG program closed the 
fi nancial aid gap and allowed me to 
enroll in college to pursue my dreams.”
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Brian D. Jones
Florida Memorial College

y name is Brian D. Jones, and I am a 
senior majoring in education at Florida 
Memorial College. As a student from a 
low-income, single parent household, I 

would not have been able to attend Florida Memorial 
College without the fi nancial assistance provided by the 
Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG).  The FRAG 
program has allowed me the opportunity to pursue 
my life-long dream of being the fi rst in my family to 
attend and graduate from college.  Because of FRAG, 
I am scheduled to graduate in May 2005. I am indeed 
grateful for the assistance from the FRAG program. The 
dream that I have had for so long will soon be a reality.

Colleen Brown
Webber International 
University

his year when my mom was diagnosed 
with cancer, my family and I didn’t know 
what we were going to do. We felt as if 
we were hit by a bus.  We weren’t sure 

about anything, except how much my scholarships and fi nancial aid was going to help out. 

Without the Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG), I wouldn’t have been able to afford going to school with 
my mom being sick and having all of her bills.  My father is the only one in our family that is able to work right 
now, while my mom fi nishes up her chemotherapy and radiation. I know that FRAG means a great deal, not only to 
me, but also to my parents, because that is one less bill that they have to worry about and they know that I will be 
able to graduate this year and get a job, so they won’t have to worry about supporting me.

My parents always want the best for me and my sister. With me in my last year and my sister getting ready to 
begin college, FRAG is making their life a lot easier, by helping pay for my education and eventually helping with 
my sister’s. FRAG has helped my family out a great deal this year and is allowing me to fi nish my education and 
become the teacher that I’ve always wanted to be. 

“Without the Florida Resident Access 
Grant (FRAG), I wouldn’t have been 

able to afford going to school with 
my mom being sick...”

“The FRAG program has allowed me 
the opportunity to pursue my life-long 
dream of being the fi rst in my family to 

attend and graduate from college.”  
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Christine Robinson
Eckerd College

am a widowed mother who returned to school at the age of forty. Receiving FRAG has been an enormous 
help. I would have never been able to go back to school without the assistance of fi nancial aid. Going back to 
school has changed my life for the better, I’ve become a good role model for my son and an all-around better 
parent, and I’ve become more interested in giving back to the community. I was hired recently by The Learning 
Center, an alternative learning place for children with learning disabilities, where I also volunteer.

My goal is to earn a BA then go on to earn a Masters in 
education. I have a love of learning and I want to become a 
teacher. Receiving the FRAG is like help without a handout. 
Supporting education helps break the cycle of ignorance and 
poverty. I hope by improving my life I can improve the life of 
others.  

FRAG is a positive step in the right direction.  It is a 
good thing for the citizens of Florida. I greatly appreciate the 
FRAG and I believe education can change and improve lives. It 
is my hope that many more adults can benefi t from this grant 
because they have so much to give. Educating adults is a win-win 
situation.

Debbie Dichiara
International College

am so grateful for the Florida Resident Access Grant. Without it, I would not be able to afford to fi nish college. 
I am not a traditional student. I work full time and am the mother of two college-age students and one high 
school-age student. I’m proud of my children’s discipline because I am a high school dropout. It wasn’t until I 
grew older that I realized the importance of college.

Because I had no family support, attending a traditional college was out of the question. I attended a 
two-year college and earned an associates degree in fi ve years. Now, with the help of FRAG, I am able to attend 
International College and plan to complete the educational goal I set for myself. This time next year, I hope to have 
earned a bachelor’s degree.

Without the assistance I receive from FRAG, I would not be able to attend International College. Please keep 
the FRAG available, and if dollars are available in the state budget, please increase FRAG funding. There are many 
students in similar circumstances who truly wish to fi nish their education but who do not have the fi nancial means 
to do so.

“Supporting education helps break 
the cycle of ignorance and poverty.”
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Crystal Carrio
Nova Southeastern University

y name is Crystal Carrio and I am a senior here at Nova Southeastern University. I am a native 
Floridian along with most of my family. I attended Western High School in Davie and originally 
attended the University of Central Florida, but transferred to NSU my sophomore year due to more 
opportunities, scholarships, and better behavioral science programs. I am currently a psychology 

major/forensic minor planning on attending graduate school right here at NSU. I am already in the process of 
applying and look forward to many more years here.

I am extremely involved on campus whether it is with work or outside organizations. I am currently a Flight 
Deck Crew Manager at our Student Union, Student Mentor, Vice President of the Psi Chi National Honor Society, 
and Executive Board Member of the Italian Culture Club. I was in the Psychology Club as well as Sorority Senator 
in NSU’s Student Government last year. I am a member of Phi Sigma Sigma, where one of our main focuses is 
on community service. In the past three years of membership, I have done over 200 hours of community service 
whether it is with independent companies or local events such as Love Jen, Breast Cancer walks, Food for the Poor, 
Jack and Jill Nursery, or Kids in Distress. 

Being that NSU has so many opportunities to get involved made transferring from UCF that much easier. 
The opportunities here at NSU have skyrocketed my leadership skills and have presented opportunities for receiving 
awards such as Greek New Member of the Year, Best E-Council Member, Best Executive Board Member, Employee 
of the Month, Best Recruitment and Best Philanthropy Awards. I am also currently a member on Dr. Lenore 
Walker’s Battered Woman Syndrome/Forensic Research Team. I have also been on the Dean’s List each semester 
since I have attended NSU and continue to strive academically/personally not only in school, but in life.

The FRAG scholarship is extremely valuable in my attending NSU or any Florida institution. It is one of 
the main reasons for attending college in the state of Florida. Colleges continue to raise tuition costs, especially 
NSU since it is a private institution, and any additional 
funding helps. I am the fi rst person in my family to 
attend college and scholarships are defi nitely necessary 
in order to help fi nish my bachelor’s degree. FRAG 
makes attending a quality institution possible for many 
students who may not be able to attend otherwise. I 
want to thank you for reading my letter and I hope this 
will have some impact on future students attending any 
Florida institution. This is a great state to live in and we should continue to promote Florida residents in attending 
Florida institutions. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me anytime.

Ryan Gielow
Florida Institute of Technology

am a freshman oceanography major from Vero Beach. My dad is a teacher and coach at Vero Beach High while 
my mother works for the school district. I graduated in the top 5% of my class with a 4.1 weighted GPA and 
am a Florida Medallion Scholar. I combine my FRAG award with several scholarships to make my education 
possible. I am also the victim of a random shooting on September 26, 2003. I was very lucky to survive a 9mm 

bullet shot through my back windshield that lodged into my head. My family and I are grateful to the state to help 
fund my education at Florida Tech.

“I am the fi rst person in my 
family to attend college...”



FRAG • 13

The Florida Resident Access Grant

Kluis Wimbush
Nova Southeastern University

y name is Kluis Wimbush and I am presently a senior at Nova Southeastern University in Fort 
Lauderdale. I am a 21-year-old business administration major with a 3.0 grade point average and co-
captain of the men’s basketball team. After growing up in a single parent home in Fort Lauderdale 
and attending Boyd Anderson High School, I chose to further my education at Nova Southeastern 

because of the business school and the athletic opportunities. My goal after graduation is pursue a master’s degree 
and eventually own a business.

I have been blessed to be a student-athlete at NSU. Because of my opportunity to attend Nova I have had 
a chance to grow personally and to be exposed to a variety of peoples and cultures otherwise foreign to me. Until 
attending Nova and living in the dorm and playing basketball I had never been around any white students or 
teachers. I was suspicious and nervous at fi rst, but soon learned that everyone is pretty much the same, we are all 
people, and we all have good qualities. My life is much richer because of the opportunity I have had to “come out 
of my shell” and mature into a young man while attending Nova. In addition to the basketball experience I have 
also participated in community outreach programs, spoken to middle and elementary school children, and worked 
basketball camps and clinics for the young people in our community. I have had a chance to work with special 
Olympics, too. I am most proud of the fact that I was chosen to be a resident assistant in the dormitories, placing 
me in a leadership position on campus and giving me a chance to help other young students mature and grow.

None of the events and experience I have enjoyed over the last four years would have been possible without 
the FRAG scholarship. My basketball scholarship only covers part of my educational needs. Without state and 
federal programs to assist me I would never have attended any university. My parents could not afford to send any 
of their four children to college without the assistance of programs like the FRAG. I would never have had the 
valuable exposure to different people and different cultures without the assistance of the FRAG award. I would 
never have matured into the leader or the potential businessman that I hope to become without FRAG. I hate to 
think where my life would be today without help to 
attend a university or college. I was lucky. But if we lose 
the FRAG or awards like it, how many young men and 
women like me will never have the opportunity to grow 
and become productive citizens?

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. 
Thank you for the opportunities the state has afforded 
me to learn and grow and develop my academic, athletic 
and leadership skills. Hopefully if I have children in the 
future I will be successful and able to help them attain 
their academic and career goals without grants such as 
the FRAG. But other young people in the future may 
not be so lucky, or blessed with parents who can help 
them, and so I do hope you see just how badly we need 
these kinds of programs in Florida to help students 
grow. Our state is better, our nation is stronger, because 
of awards like the FRAG.

“Thank you for the opportunities the state 
has afforded me to learn and grow...”
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Earl Tinsley
Nova Southeastern University

y name is Earl Tinsley and I am 
currently enrolled as a junior at Nova 
Southeastern University. Coming from a 
family of fi ve, going to college seemed quite unlikely, especially since a majority of my childhood was 

based on a single-parent income. It was also a new and challenging experience since neither of my parents had gone 
to college, and I was the oldest among all my siblings. However, I knew college was the path I wanted to take; 
it was just a question of where and how. All I knew was that I wanted to better myself and get that boost in the 
working world that my parents were unable to achieve. In order to go to college without spending what was left of 
my parents’ savings, I knew I had to work hard and concentrate on my studies. Lo and behold, my hard work paid 
off and I earned several scholarships and grants that help to diminish my fi nancial burden.

Now, I’m here at NSU and it has been a great experience thus far. Besides the overwhelming course load 
at times, I’ve learned a lot about the workforce through my federal aid work ay NSU. Most importantly, I have 
learned that each person has a responsibility and you are expected to pull through in order to improve the team at 
large. Being able to work for the Dean’s Offi ce of Student Affairs has gotten me involved in a lot of events, where 
as before Student Affairs, I knew relatively nothing or no one on campus. Now it feels like a second home. I’ve also 
fi nally had a chance to explore my journalistic interests with the school newspaper as well as obtaining experience in 
web design and layout of the student paper.

My experience here at NSU has been in part due to the aid I received from the FRAG scholarship. The 
FRAG to me is an incentive, no, a privilege, for students who care widely about their education and are willing to 
do whatever it takes to overcome all obstacles, including the fi nancial ones. Lots of students dream about college 
life, the chance to live an experience beyond the drafty halls of high school and with the help from policy makers 
like yourselves, their dreams can become a reality. So I do hope that people who have worked as hard as I have and 
want the benefi ts of a college education are able to benefi t from the use and implementation of the FRAG. I know 
that you can’t fund the entire bill for our education, but every cent that you can spare us is one less cent we have to 
worry about.

In closing, thank you for reading my letter and making my college experience a rewarding and positive one. 
Without this help, my dreams would not be able to become a reality. 

Diego Tenorio
Saint Thomas University

y parent’s names are Ovir Tenorio and Elsy Loboa, and I 
have an eight year old brother and a two year old sister. 
After living in Colombia for fourteen years, I came to live 
in the United States with my father and completed my high 

school education here, graduating from American High School in 2002.

Without the Florida Resident Access Grant, I would not have had 
the opportunity to attend a private institution like St. Thomas University. 
My father works, but unfortunately with his income, he would not have 
been able to afford to send me to this school. For this help with my 
tuition from the FRAG, I am very grateful.

“Without this help, my 
dreams would not be able to 
become a reality.” 
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Juan Gabriel Ocampo
Nova Southeastern University

y name is Juan Gabriel Ocampo, known as “Gabe” to my teammates, 
faculty, and friends. I am a junior here at Nova Southeastern 
University and play for the soccer team. I live with my mother, 
father, and my younger of two sisters, who just became a teacher at 

Crestview Elementary School, here in Davie. I have lived here in Davie for about 
10 years now, going to Indian Ridge Middle School and then American Heritage 
High School. I received many awards through soccer in high school including 
“Player of the Year” for the Miami Herald, and “First-Team All-County” for both 
the Miami Herald and Sun-Sentinel newspapers two years in a row. This is part of the reason I came here to Nova 
Southeastern.

I chose Nova not only to play soccer but because of the great atmosphere this university presents. Here class 
sizes are signifi cantly smaller than the state universities which I enjoy because I get to know my professors and they 
get to know me as well. I also get to meet many other people and see them often because of the smaller campus. 
This school truly makes me feel as if I am part of a special community not only through athletics but as a student 
body.

I am the third in my family to attend college. My oldest sister, Diane Ocampo, who is now working on her 
Doctorate in Psychology, graduated from Nova Southeastern and has only good things to say about her experiences 
here. Just like she did, I depend on the FRAG scholarship to be able to attend Nova. The tuition is high, but I 
believe it is worth the money to attend this school. To take this scholarship away from me and many others would 
be taking away any hopes of graduating from this university which I have attended for three years now. I am proud 
of this university and want to graduate from it.

I am thankful that you have given me the chance to be part of this great establishment and hope that many 
other residents of Florida who have aspirations of attending college will be awarded just like me. I have learned so 
much here and I know there is still so much left to learn yet.

Jane Spirka 
Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences 

ducation has always been important for me as well as for my children. Two years ago, I made the decision to 
return to school in pursuit of a new career. Having just lost my job, I knew that paying for school would be 
diffi cult.

I applied for fi nancial aid at Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences (FHCHS) and completed the 
FAFSA application. I didn’t expect to qualify for much aid. However, I soon found out that I did qualify for some 
fi nancial assistance through the Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG) and the PELL Grant! It was a great surprise!

I am now enrolled in the Occupational Therapy Assistant program at FHCHS. I realize that none of this 
would have been reality if I had not received FRAG. I’m very thankful for the availability of this grant because it has 
allowed me to go to school to continue my education. Thank You!

“...none of this would have been reality 
if I had not received FRAG.”
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Julianna Marie Testa
Nova Southeastern University

am a current senior at Nova Southeastern University. I am studying business with a minor in psychology, but 
plan on attending law school next year. My goals are to attend law school here at Nova, and then to later 
become a federal judge. Nova was my fi rst choice for college and I couldn’t be happier with the decision I have 
made. It is because of scholarships that I have the ability to continue my education here. The Florida Resident 

Access Grant is one of the main reasons I decided to stay in Florida. I realize college is expensive and any way I 
could help myself out is wonderful. The grants and scholarships I have received have covered a major part of my 
tuition, and I hope to also be able to receive scholarships for my graduate program.

Here at NSU I am involved in many extra-curricular activities. I am a sister of Phi Sigma Sigma sorority. 
I am the current Fundraising Chairman and am the Senior Judicial Board representative. We do philanthropy 
work for National Breast Cancer Awareness, the National Kidney Foundation, Engelmann’s September 11th, and 
the Phi Sigma Sigma Foundation. Phi Sigma Sigma has given me a bigger chance to make a difference and to 
take advantage of the opportunities I was given here at NSU because of Scholarships like the Florida Resident 
Access Grant. I am also the president and Founder of the Italian Culture Club. I am a current student employee 
at the Flight Deck, and have been an offi ce assistant here for over two years now. I am also currently running for 
student government, and hope to become more involved than I am on campus. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
undergraduate program at Nova, and look forward to continuing my education. I hope to become a strong leader 
in today’s society because of my college experience. 

Elizabeth Chavez
Warner Southern College

am a fi rst-time freshman at Warner Southern College 
who receives the Florida Resident Access Grant. The 
grant has had a tremendous impact on my being able 
to attend college. College is not cheap for a student 

coming from a family of low income and six children. 
My parents were afraid they were not able to afford 
to send me to college. FRAG improved my chances of 
being able to attend Warner Southern College.

The Florida Resident Access Grant will also 
provide the opportunity for my siblings to attend 
college as well as other individuals aspiring to seek an 
undergraduate degree in Florida. I am very grateful this 
grant is available to me.

“College is not cheap for a student coming from a 
family of low income and six children.” 
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Shawn Webster
Nova Southeastern University

y name is Shawn Webster and I am a senior at Nova Southeastern University. I have been mobile 
most of my life living in a military and business family. It also took years for me to settle on a 
particular college. I fi nally settled on Nova Southeastern University because of its developing student 
life opportunities. This is a young school in regards to its on-campus activities. At Nova, I felt that I 

had the most opportunities to leave a lasting impression for future generations of students.

On campus, I am involved in a variety of organizations. I am not only President of Theta Delta Chi 
International Fraternity, but also have the distinct honor of holding the title of President of the Inter-Fraternity 
Council. I am also active outside of the Greek community. I have the privilege of working in the Offi ce of Student 
Activities and Leadership Development. Despite my saturated schedule, I spend as much of my free time as I can 
performing in the University’s theatrical productions.

There is one basic fact that would prevent me from truly engrossing myself in student life at Nova: NSU is 
expensive. Its cost is preventative of many students being able to not only attend, but to experience a university 
that is open to anybody with even the slightest inclination of leadership to truly leave their mark. State universities 
being the exception, most universities and other private institutions of higher learning are becoming exorbitant at 
exponential rates.

The FRAG helps. I am not alone in saying that there is a very good chance that other students, like myself, 
who are putting themselves through college would not have the opportunity to attend if it were not the FRAG.

I am reassured to know that my state has solid programs like the FRAG to help the future leaders of Florida 
attend school; I also feel reassured that there are groups and organizations that are fi ghting to help the state 
continue funding programs like the FRAG.

The FRAG is important. The FRAG should continue to be funded.

“The FRAG is important.”The FRAG is

Erin Kennedy
Florida College

he FRAG was a vital component of my fi nancial aid 
package from Florida College, a small, private college. 
Despite the fact that I was very well qualifi ed for many 
scholarships based on my academic achievement and 

extracurricular involvement, I never received any of the over two 
dozen that I applied for. 

In my opinion, I “fell through the cracks” when it came 
to receiving fi nancial aid. I could have attended the University of 
South Florida with my Florida Bright Futures Academic Scholars 
scholarship, however, this would not have permitted me to 
learn and grow in other ways as I have at Florida College. The 
FRAG was a grant that I could count on, and it is truly a blessing 
to many other deserving students who wish to attend private 
institutions.
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Thomas J. Gillette
Nova Southeastern University

would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My 
name is Thomas Gillette, and for the past twenty-two years, 
I have lived in the peaceful town of Plantation. I graduated 
from Cardinal Gibbons High School in Fort Lauderdale in 

the year 2001. Currently, I am a senior at Nova Southeastern 
University majoring in Sports Management as well as Finance, 
and am due to graduate in May of 2005. I chose Nova 
Southeastern University as my educational institution because of 
its proximity to my hometown, the great academic programs it 
offers, and the family-like environment. 

The campus offers a tremendous opportunity for 
involvement. In total, there are over forty clubs and 
organizations throughout campus. Thus, students can get involved in clubs or organizations ranging from social 
clubs or organizations to service-oriented clubs or organizations. Furthermore, the school offers many athletic 
programs. Personally, I am the undergraduate student government president as well as a member of the men’s 
soccer team. In addition, I am a member of the student athlete advisory committee.

I am writing this letter to emphasize the importance of the Florida Residence Access Grant (FRAG) 
scholarship fund to Florida residents like myself. I come from a family of four, with two brothers and a sister, who 
are all close in age. Therefore, my parents have had to pay college tuition for all of us. At the current time, my 
younger brother Tracey is also attending Nova Southeastern University as a sophomore. With Nova Southeastern 
University being a private institution, the cost of attendance is high. Thus, both Trey and I rely on fi nancial 
assistance from the state of Florida as well as from Nova Southeastern University. Without the fi nancial aide from 
the state of Florida, the cost of attendance would have been too much of a fi nancial burden, and we would have 
had to drop out of school. In modern times, a person without a college education cannot obtain a well-paying job. 
Therefore, the FRAG is a very essential scholarship for students and can’t be non-existent. Hopefully, my personal 
story has shown this to be true.

At this time, I would like to thank you all for reading my letter as well as assisting me in attending Nova 
Southeastern University. In the future, I hope to use my education to obtain a job in the fi nancial world or in the 
sports industry. In concluding, I know that the Florida Residence Access Grant scholarship has bettered my life as a 
student and will continue to ameliorate the lives of students in the future. Once again, thank you all for your time 
and patience.

The Faces of the FRAG are the Faces of Florida

“...the FRAG is a very essential scholarship 
for students and can’t be non-existent. 

Hopefully, my personal story has 
shown this to be true.”
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Simon Cox
Ringling School of Art and Design

y name is Simon Cox and I am currently attending Ringling School of Art and Design. I was recently 
notifi ed of the opportunity to express my appreciation in reference to the FRAG grant I have been 
receiving for the past few years. I come from a family of ten children, seven guys and three girls. I 
have been blessed with wonderful parents and siblings. However, as can be perceived, a child such as 

myself from a large family has a fi nancially diffi cult time attending a rather expensive private school such as Ringling.

Currently my parents have three and are going on four kids that will be attending college by 2005. Because 
of this my parent’s contribution to my college bill is little to none. Despite this seemingly daunting setback, it is 
through grants like the FRAG that make it possible for me to excel at a highly reputable private institution. 

I feel quite privileged to be a citizen of a country that allows me as an individual to pursue a career that would 
be utterly impossible without the backing of government grants. I quite simply would not be as inspired and fi lled 
with direction in life if this opportunity escaped me due to fi nancial circumstances. The difference a grant like 
FRAG has made in my life can’t be expressed in words; the only way I can show my appreciation is by excelling in 
school and helping the community. I have been so fortunate in the availability of the FRAG and I hope that future 
students can share in the many blessings this great country has afforded its citizens. Thank you.

Faith Brown
Warner Southern College

am a senior at Warner Southern College who plans 
to graduate in May 2005. I have been able to 
attend Warner Southern because of the grants and 
scholarship money I have received. Florida Resident 

Access Grant has been a big part of my undergraduate 
studies. When I was a senior in high school I looked at 
many different colleges. I had a high G.P.A. and good 
test scores so many schools were open doors, but the 
more I looked the more I saw how expensive a college 
education cost. The Florida Resident Access Grant was 
a great infl uence on my choosing to attend Warner 
Southern College.

I know many of my friends feel the same way 
because they receive the grant as well. FRAG helps 
students continue their education despite their level of 
income. It helps those who intend to graduate with less 
debt. I am happy to be fi nishing my Bachelor of Arts 
degree with the help of the Florida Resident Access 
Grant. The grant has meant a lot to me and will be of 
importance for students in the future when looking to 
pursue an undergraduate degree.



FRAG • 20

The Faces of FRAG are the Faces of Florida

Lauren M. Lovelady
Florida College

he Florida Resident Access Grant has meant a lot to 
my education. My father is in the military and his 
home base has always been Florida, lucky for me. I 
decided to attend school at Florida College in Temple 

Terrace, Florida, which let me use the FRAG to further my 
education, since my parents are residents of the state. 

If it weren’t for the money that the FRAG gave to me it 
would have been harder to pay for the private school education 
that I am now able to get. I used the FRAG last year and was 
able to use it again this year. It has really helped me with my 
education, which is the most important asset to my future. 

Angelia Eidson
International College

rowing up as a child in 
St. Albans, West Virginia, 
I saw the impact of high 
unemployment rates, low 

incomes, and an under appreciation for higher education. As a result, my parents were not college graduates. Nor, 
did they provide me or my siblings with any fi nancial aid because they did not see the advantage of saving college 
money for us, preparing us for college, or instilling in us the value that college is a key factor to a successful career.

As an average “B” student, I did not qualify for any college scholarships. Quickly, I learned that dreams of a 
successful career were becoming out of reach. In order to follow my dreams, I work full time and take classes after 
work. This fi nancial strain imposed a large impact on my personal life.  Instead of starting a family with my spouse, 
I paid for college. I understand that once children enter the picture, the money used to pay for college will be spent 
on child care.

After completing my Associates in the Arts degree in 2002, I was motivated to enroll in the Bachelor of 
Science program in Management at International College. A third of the way into my program there, my full-
time position with the company for which I worked almost four years was eliminated without any warning. This 
immediately put a dent in the funds I use to pay for tuition, books, supplies, and travel to and from campus.

Without the assistance of FRAG, I would not be able to continue attending classes at International 
College.  My plea to you is that these funds be increased. This assistance grant is extremely necessary to Florida 
students because — in many cases — it is the only aid available to students who do not qualify for other grants or 
scholarships. Consider this: FRAG contributes to the overall Florida economy because students who attend private 
colleges in Florida stay in Florida and contribute to Florida’s work force.

“FRAG contributes to the overall Florida 
economy because students who attend 

private colleges in Florida stay in Florida 
and contribute to Florida’s work force.”
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Lauren Needelman
Lynn University

y name is Lauren Needelman. I am a full-time student 
who attends Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. 
When applying to colleges, Lynn University was the only 
one that had a program to best help me with my studies. 

This program was for students with various learning disabilities. I have a 
learning disability and at Lynn University I am able to receive tutoring as 
much as I would like. Also, I get extended time on tests. On an average 
basis I have about eight hours a week of tutoring. My GPA is currently a 
3.5 or higher. For the next semester, I have signed up for another eight 
hours of tutoring and it is defi nitely benefi ting me.

I am a motivated, hard working young student who wants to learn 
everything I can in my major to become successful in life. I am majoring 
in psychology and would like to become a child psychologist, or speech 
therapist. This semester has been extremely stressful for me because I am 
enrolled in fi ve psychology classes and two of them are honors classes. 

When applying to colleges, my SAT and ACT scores were not high enough for some colleges due to the fact 
that I do not do well on standardized tests because of my learning disability. I have been doing very well at Lynn 
University and I have been taking advantage of their very comprehensive tutoring program. I could not afford 
to attend Lynn University without the Florida Resident Access Grant that I have received. Additionally, I have a 
younger sister with a learning disability and her school is costly as well. Both of my parents are hard working, but 
the cost of two children in college is exceedingly high. Please continue to support this program and advocate for 
the amount of monies provided for grants for students in Florida private schools as the state schools do not have the 
level of services that I need for my learning disability. 

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Luisa F. Lizarralde
Ringling School of Art and Design

s a Ringling student, I am very thankful for all the scholarship money received from FRAG because 
without it I wouldn’t be here. I am a dependant student from a family with a very limited income. 
Three years ago, we came from Colombia under political asylum and we had to start all over again 
because we left everything behind. I also have a younger brother with a medical condition. He is seven 

years old and he has severe hemophilia; it is very diffi cult to take care of his condition in this country. My parents 
don’t live together and my mom has to support us. I took a year off after I graduated from Naples High School in 
order to save some money for my studies because I knew my mom wasn’t able to help me economically. Thank to 
the Federal grants, the scholarship from FRAG and a couple of scholarships I applied for from private organization 
I am currently enrolled at Ringling. I am afraid I would not be able to attend Ringling without those scholarships, 
especially now that even though I am working, I don’t make enough money to support myself in Sarasota and pay 
any extra money for school as I did on the fi rst semester thanks to my savings. I think that scholarship help is very 
important in private universities where a lot of students don’t have the economic resources to pay for it and they 
have to struggle every day just to support themselves.
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Maggie A. Cruz 
Florida Hospital College of 
Health Sciences

currently attend Florida Hospital College of Health 
Sciences (FHCHS) and am working towards my 
nursing degree. As an older returning student, I 
have faced many challenges in attending school full-

time. For the fi rst two semesters, I only attended part-
time due to fi nancial constraints, but soon realized that 
it would take too long to complete my education that 
way. I made the decision to become a full-time student 
when I realized that, in addition to taking out student 
loans to pay for my education, the state of Florida 
also offered fi nancial assistance to students who are working toward their fi rst bachelor’s degree. This assistance is 
through the Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG).

The FRAG has given me the freedom to pursue my dream of becoming a nurse without the heavy burden of 
worrying about how to pay for that education. Because I receive this grant, I am able to concentrate on areas that 
will enhance my education, as well as my career goals.

The FRAG has given me the ability to work fewer hours so that I now have the time to become fully 
involved in extracurricular activities at college. I am a member of the Nursing Forum, the Nursing Faculty-Student 
Committee, and the Florida Nursing Student Association (FNSA) of which I will serve as president of the local 
chapter beginning in April 2005. I am also the editor of the College’s FNSA Chapter Newsletter. I was asked to 

begin a newsletter for the 
FHCHS nursing program and 
have just produced the fi rst 
edition.

Even with all these 
activities, I am still able to 
maintain my place on the 

Dean’s List. I have so much to be proud of and I feel that the FRAG has helped me to achieve my goals. I am very 
grateful to be a recipient of the FRAG because without it I would not be the well-rounded student I am today. The 
FRAG provides a great service to college students throughout our state.

Natasia Lunford
Barry University

hat do I think about the FRAG? I think that it is one of the best scholarship programs that Florida 
has ever come up with. It was designed for Florida residents, and it is great. FRAG also helps those 
who aren’t fortunate enough to attend certain schools. FRAG has helped me extremely because 
if it wasn’t for this scholarship, period, I would be attending a community college or technical 

school. Educationally, with this scholarship, Florida’s residents are guaranteed a helping hand if you have resided in 
Florida for more than a year or so. At least as a resident, I know that Florida wants their students to continue their 
education, so with that we are given a couple extra thousand dollars to continue our education. With the help of all 
of Florida’s scholarships; especially the Resident grant, I feel proud to be helped because I am a resident. 

“The FRAG has given me the freedom to 
pursue my dream of becoming a nurse...”
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Crystal Hill
Flagler College

was recently presented an award from the Independent Colleges & Universities of Florida for my work with the 
ICUF Student Alliance, including helping to organize a state-wide student effort to stop further reductions of 
the Florida Resident Access Grant. You may wonder why a graduating student already inundated with classes, 
a job, a social life, and extracurricular activities would take on such a huge project. But I chose to become an 

advocate for the FRAG simply because I believe in it. Without it, I would not be who I am today.

As I began looking at colleges, Flagler College stood out among the others. It had everything I was looking 
for — relatively small in size, a remarkably low student-professor ratio, a strong education program, nationally 
ranked, located in a beautiful city, and a variety of student 
organizations. It was the perfect college for me, except for the 
fact that Flagler is a private institution. My state scholarships 
that I had worked so hard for in high school were practically 
worthless at Flagler. I was discouraged, until I found out about 
the FRAG. As a supplement to my other scholarships, I could 
afford to attend the best college for me.

Once at Flagler, I immediately became involved in 
extracurricular activities, especially the Student Government 
Association. Eventually I would serve as the SGA President for 
two terms. I worked with students and administrators to better 
the college. I was exposed to real life situations that no classroom 
can simulate, and I also worked closely with community leaders 
during my time as president. One of my favorite community 
projects was helping to organize the Mayor’s Youth Advisory 
Council. Working with city offi cials, I helped give the youth of 
St. Augustine a voice in community issues.  

I believe in the FRAG because it creates opportunity. 
Without the FRAG, I would not have been able to attend Flagler 
College. I would not have the amazing college experience I had. 
I would not have had the privilege to work with the outstanding 
leaders of my community. Without the FRAG, I would not have 
become the leader I am today.

Henry Cunningham
Barry University

he Florida Resident Access Grant has been an asset in my education and success at Barry University. It 
has allowed me to focus more on my studies and less on how I will pay for my tuition. It is nice that the 
state recognizes the importance of keeping Florida students in state and rewarding them accordingly. 
Thank you. 

“...I could afford to attend the 
best college for me.”



FRAG • 24

The Faces of FRAG are the Faces of Florida

Charles Cooper
Edward Waters College

am Charles Cooper, an 18-year-old freshman at Edward Waters College in Jacksonville Florida, majoring in 
business. My hometown is Leesburg, FL.

As a second semester freshman, FRAG has played a major role in my being able to remain enrolled at 
Edward Waters College. With the money that I receive from FRAG, I am in a position to completely pay my 

tuition. It is my belief that FRAG has helped many students from Florida, 
like me, all of whom need fi nancial assistance in paying tuition. Receiving 
a college education is expensive; the rates increase each year. FRAG is 
defi nitely one form of assistance that no eligible student can afford to be 
without. 

“It is my belief that FRAG has helped many 
students from Florida, like me, all of whom 
need fi nancial assistance in paying tuition.”

Ryan Hutson
Stetson University

henever I’m asked what the Florida Resident Access Grant has done for me, I simply respond that 
it has given me the education I’ve hoped for.  I come from a family of four kids and one working 
mother, and so we could only spend about $2,000 a 
year on school, especially since I have a brother who 

this year will also be attending college.

I graduated from high school, however, with a 4.2 GPA, 
an International Baccalaureate degree and a 1420 SAT. I could 
not attend universities like Wake Forest and William and Mary, 
where I had been accepted, because I did not receive enough 
scholarship money.  In Florida, I would have been able to attend 
very good public universities; however, I have a diffi cult time 
with classes where there are hundreds of students and there isn’t 
a real interaction with professors. For these reasons I applied to 
Stetson University and received over $25,000 in scholarships; 
still, it wouldn’t have been enough, even with a work study 
position. Luckily for me, Florida has the FRAG and Bright Futures 
scholarships, and that extra $2,000 from FRAG was just enough 
for my family and me to afford for me to attend Stetson.  Without 
FRAG, I would more than likely be attending a university with large 
class sizes, and I know I wouldn’t be getting as much out of my 
education as I am at Stetson.    
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Dana Leigh Taylor
Edward Waters College

y name is Dana Leigh Taylor, an 18-year-old freshman at Edward Waters College studying Elementary 
Education. I’m from Apopka, Florida, where I’ve resided for the past nine years. When I looked at 
colleges, at fi rst, I didn’t apply to any college in the 
state of Florida. I was accepted into two schools; one in 

Alabama, and the other in Tennessee. I really wasn’t looking at the 
cost of school when I applied, but my mother and father convinced 
me to look into schools in the state of Florida. So I applied to Edward 
Waters College in Jacksonville, and was accepted, too.

I’m very fortunate to be at Edward Waters College because 
it’s close to home and not as expensive as other schools. One of the 
reasons of the inexpensive cost is because of the FRAG I received 
in my fi nancial aid package. FRAG helped me out tremendously; in 
so that I know if I were to have attended an out-of-state school, I 
would have been paying for it with money I couldn’t afford. FRAG 
has helped me out and so many other college students who know the 
benefi ts of receiving a college education. It’s great knowing that there 
is money out there that can pay for college as a Florida resident who 
attend Florida schools. 

Janette Espinosa
The University of Tampa

’m from Valrico and graduated from Bloomingdale High School in 2003 with a 3.5 grade point average. I 
began my studies at Hillsborough Community College while still in high school, taking Algebra and Calculus 
courses to get a head start on college. My sister attended The University of Tampa and I had visited her on 
campus frequently. My fi rst choice was to follow in her footsteps and pursue a private education also at The 

University of Tampa, but it was going to be tough for my parents to support both of us at a private school. So, I 
applied to three Florida public schools as a back up.  

Thanks to a generous fi nancial aid package that included a Florida Resident Access Grant and a Florida Merit 
Scholarship, my dreams to attend UT came true. There have been many successes at UT, but receiving one of three 
annual Excellence in Service Awards in 2004 from the Florida Compact Organization makes me the proudest. I 
was recognized for serving as a Big Brothers Big Sisters volunteer and for my participation in many other campus 
volunteer activities such as Martin Luther King Junior Day of Service, Into the Streets, Lunch for the Homeless, 
Bingo for the Elderly and Bark in the Park, etc.  

So receiving the FRAG and Florida Merit Scholarships made it possible for me to attend UT which put me in 
a position to participate in many community service programs that allowed me to make a difference for others. 

“...my dreams to attend UT came true.”
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The Faces of FRAG are the Faces of Florida

Tara Holcomb
Stetson University

n tenth grade, I set my heart on attending Stetson University, despite the 
fact that our family had very little money to spare for college.  My sister was 
then a student at Rollins College, fi nancing her education the same way I 
eventually would -- through scholarships, federal aid, loans and, of course, the 

FRAG.  Though I did not yet understand the mechanics of the awarding process, 
I was privileged to have the confi dence that my fi nancial needs would be met. 

Working in the Financial Aid Offi ce at Stetson, I now see how many 
students enter college with fi nancing as their ultimate concern.  Looking back, I 
am grateful for the assurance I had from the beginning.  Also, I now understand 
how much of a difference the FRAG makes.  Without the FRAG, I would have 
around $10,000 more in student loans, which is signifi cant enough that I might 
have unwillingly decided against a private school education altogether.  I fi nd it 
nearly impossible to imagine how my life would be different had I not come to 
Stetson, as it has shaped my career choices, my friendships and my outlook on life.  I am indebted to fi nancial aid 
such as the FRAG for making my education at Stetson possible.

Elizabeth Gorostiza
Lynn University

am a junior at Lynn obtaining my Bachelors in Psychology. I had to go back to school because although I 
already hold a Bachelor’s in Business Administration, much to my dismay I found out that the school that 
I received it from was unaccredited. Last Thanksgiving I was laid off from my job of four years where I was 
earning a very good salary. I found myself trying to market my skills just when I found out about my degree. 

I felt extremely scared to go out to try to get another high-paying job with a degree that is not valid. I knew that 
most large companies verify degrees and I would defi nitely not be making what I worked so hard to reach with 18 
years experience.

I decided to go back to school and pursue my Bachelor’s yet again, but this time unemployed. My entire 
tuition is paid by student loans, which means that by the end of my degree I will probably be at the very least 
$15,000 in debt. If it were not for the help of the FRAG or any other scholarships that I could fi nd I don’t know 

what I would do. I am a good student and I currently have a 4.0 
average. I now have a job working from home so that I can focus all of 
my efforts on school, but instead of making $45,000 a year like I used 
to, I now make $8.00 an hour. Oddly enough I perform school and 
work verifi cations for a large corporation based out of New York. 

As you can see, right now my fi nancial needs are great. I am 
eternally grateful for every little bit of money that I can get to help 
me. I hope that you hear my story, as I know that there are many 
others out there with a similar plight. Students should be encouraged 
to stay in school by all means. It is very diffi cult to make the decision 
to go back to school, any encouragement helps. I truly hope that you 
will continue to support the FRAG. This grant provides much needed 
help to me and other struggling students, and it would hit me hard in 
the pocket where it counts, if I were not getting this assistance.



FRAG • 27

Florida Today
March 24, 2005

A Solid Investment

“Private-college tuition grants pay off for families, the state economy and ...

“The grants pay their own way, by helping equalize the cost of tuition between private and 
public institutions.  That, in turn, saves taxpayers up to four times their cost by lightening the 
student population load on Florida’s public colleges.

“The program is a success story. Or it was until the last three years, when funding totals stalled 
at about $80 million, while private-college enrollment rose about 5 percent annually.

“The result?  Per-student grants totals fell 16 percent, from $2,813 in 2000 to $2,369 last 
year.

“That why the Legislature should increase the current $79.8 million grant total to at least 
$89.2 million. That’s a minimum to get the grants to $2,711 per student, still short of the $3,000 
promised in 1995.”

Lakeland Ledger
Published Monday, January 17, 2005

A Good Deal For Everyone

“FRAG is good for private and public universities. It’s good for the students, who have a 
wider choice of high education. It’s good for taxpayers, who save dollars through a reduction in the 
size of the state university system.

“With so much going for it, it’s unfortunate that FRAG has to fi ght simply to stay even each 
year.

“ICUF seeks a goal that’s easily within the reach of the Legislature this coming session: 
Increase the grant for the 2005-2006 academic year to $2,711 (still less than the 2000 funding 
level), which would require an additional $10 million. After that, ICUF would like a formula that 
would increase FRAG funding by the preceding year’s enrollment growth plus infl ation.”

Florida Newspapers Support the FRAG
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Sun-Sentinel
March 3, 2005
FRAG Increase A Good Deal

“Given the funding challenges facing Florida’s university system, it makes sense to lean a bit 
on the state’s 28 private, not-for-profi t institutions. Instead, over the past fi ve years, Tallahassee has 
unwisely cut back on the relative bargain obtained via the Florida Resident Access Grant.

“Increasing FRAG funds by 14 percent to $2,711 this year might reverse a counterproductive 
trend, a fl attening out of enrollment growth from Florida residents at independent, not-for-profi t 
colleges and universities. Fewer students electing these institutions means more students crowding 
into state schools, or more students without a shot at a college diploma.

“This year’s requested FRAG increase would add $10.2 million more to last year’s gross total 
of $79.8 million. The increase is not a budget-busting sum, and it’s reasonable given the savings 
state taxpayers receive in return.”

Tampa Tribune
Feb 11, 2005

Up The Ante For Private Colleges

“It’s too bad that Florida lawmakers don’t show greater support for one of their better 
education ideas, the Florida Resident Access Grant, which helps citizens attend independent 
colleges and universities. 

“Here’s why: It costs about $12,000 a year to educate a student in a state university. With 
tuition covering roughly $3,000, taxpayers pay the $9,000 difference. 

“Lawmakers should be proud of their support for private universities because the program 
saves money and encourages education. Now it’s time to restore what has been cut and minimize 
the annual fi ght for support.”
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Tallahassee Democrat
March 2, 2005

Teacher Shortage
Replenishing the supply

“Another alternative to standard university teacher training is through the Independent 
Colleges and Universities of Florida, such as Flagler, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical and Barry, all of 
which now offer bachelor’s programs at TCC.

“Statewide these independent institutions are providing 29 percent of Florida’s school 
teachers, and at a generally lower cost and in less time than at the state’s overcrowded universities. 

“. . . the independent colleges, which help the state address what most educators frankly call a 
crisis, offer students state-funded Florida Resident Access Grants, a 25-year-old tuition-equalization 
program that helps improve access to higher education for more Floridians.

“Though the Legislature has been reducing the amount of this grant money in the last four 
years, it is clearly time to reinvigorate all programs that can help prevent the teacher shortage, which 
would cause a terrible setback for public schools. Alternative educator institutes and independent 
colleges are vital partners in a state where universities no longer have the resources to meet the 
demand for teachers.”
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he faces of FRAG are the faces of Florida’s future. It makes sense for the state to use the FRAG 
program as a creative tool in producing the college graduates Florida needs to improve the quality 
of life here. An adequately funded FRAG will pay dividends far into the future in terms of meeting 
Florida’s critical workforce needs. To provide a quality education for our children and better health 

care for all our citizens Florida must dramatically increase its supply of teachers and nurses. That’s where the 
ICUF institutions come in. Increasing the FRAG will help our members educate many more of the teachers, 
nurses and other skilled professionals our state needs. The following charts highlight our capacity to train 
teachers and nurses.

What the FRAG Means to Florida

Institution Current Enrollment —Bachelors Capacity Estimate — Bachelors

Barry 597 1174

Bethune-Cookman 506 580

Clearwater 126 300

Edward Waters 177 205

Flagler 339 464

FL College 52 80

FL Institute of Technology 23 87

FL Memorial 512 1192

FL Southern 174 497

Jacksonville 57 262

Lynn 143 225

Nova Southeastern 804 1348

Palm Beach Atlantic 456 500

Rollins 96 200

Saint Leo 455 1850

Saint Thomas 99 280

Southeastern 135 296

Stetson 169 380

The University of Tampa 294 359

University of Miami 243 455

Warner Southern 99 231

Total 5,556 10,965

ICUF Colleges of Education Can Increase 
Enrollment by 100% with Funding Help

Focused funding creates capacity for more teachers.
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If the 28 members of the Independent Colleges & 
Universities of Florida were one university, it would have:

• More than 120,000 degree-seeking students

• Nearly 60% of students Florida residents

• 44% of Florida students are minorities

• 180 education sites around Florida, 38 sites on community college campuses

• Average class size of 20 students, 84% of all classes with fewer than 30 students

• Students fi nishing bachelor degrees in an average of 4.1 years 

• 14,100 bachelor degree graduates a year, 26% of Florida’s total awards each year

• More than 10,100 graduate degrees and fi rst professional degrees (doctors, lawyers, 
dentists, pharmacists, optometrists and podiatrists) a year, 37% of master degrees, 42% of 
doctoral degrees and 56% fi rst professional degrees in the state 

• Nearly all community college transfers admitted to the program they choose 

• 159 women’s sports programs and 146 men’s sports programs

• Nearly 3,000 arts scholarships in music, voice, dance, theatre, art and writing

• Nearly 600,000 alumni

• Financial aid going to more than 80% of its undergraduates, averaging more than $11,000

• A budget exceeding $1 billion

• A 6.1% enrollment growth rate 

• Twenty-one education programs, preparing 5,000 teachers or 29% of Florida’s new teacher 
production, 11 nursing programs, 10 engineering programs and 7 institutions offering 
on-line degree programs

• Receive only 3% of the state’s higher-education budget, but award nearly 1/3 of all degrees 

• An annual statewide economic impact in excess of $8 billion

ICUF Institution Nursing Programs Enrolled Now Can Add
Barry  (Bachelor/Master/Doctoral) 308 720

Bethune-Cookman  (Bachelor) 264 20

Florida Hospital  (Bachelor) 299 160

Florida Southern  (Bachelor/Master) 100 90

Jacksonville University  (Bachelor/Master) 390 40

Nova Southeastern  (Bachelor) 165 25

Palm Beach Atlantic  (Bachelor) 37 60

The University of Tampa  (Bachelor/Master) 229 70

University of Miami  (Bachelor/Master/Doctoral) 370 80

Total 2,234 1,195

ICUF’s Colleges of Nursing are training 40% of the State’s bachelor, master and doctoral 
nurses. They can increase enrollment by more than 50% next year with funding help.

Focused funding creates capacity for more nurses.
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Enrollment Undergrads FL Resident Minorities Sites CC Sites FRAG-03 FRAG-04 Teachers BA/BS Degrees

Barry University 9,042 5,893 4,914 62% 28 10 2,808 3,170 597 1,371

Beacon College 82 82 19 21% 1 19 24 9

Bethune-Cookman College 2,794 2,794 1,837 96% 9 1,396 1,450 506 351

Clearwater Christian College 623 623 289 11% 1 247 275 126 133

Eckerd College 1,631 1,631 555 14% 8 2 666 753 340

Edward Waters College 1,301 1,301 1,043 100% 1 783 950 177 126

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 4,926 4,518 1,149 19% 15 7 946 998 835

Flagler College 2,034 2,034 1,418 7% 2 1 1,570 1,625 339 466

Florida College 478 478 152 12% 1 127 130 52 15
Florida Hospital College of Health 
Sciences 1,403 1,403 1,026 44% 1 452 530 25
Florida Institute of Technology 4,689 2,346 773 16% 4 1 668 680 23 386

Florida Memorial College 2,176 2,176 1,910 94% 5 1,057 1,485 512 184

Florida Southern College 2,490 2,451 1,878 15% 3 1,316 1,311 174 453

International College 1,500 1,333 1,328 29% 9 6 888 965 240

Jacksonville University 3,078 2,674 1,550 25% 3 979 1,015 57 401

Lynn University 2,276 1,928 667 31% 3 489 537 143 349
Nova Southeastern University 23,522 5,223 4,068 62% 20 1 2,361 2,595 804 942

Palm Beach Atlantic University 2,996 2,420 1,767 31% 4 1,453 1,490 456 493

Ringling School of Art and Design 989 989 480 19% 1 362 361 213

Rollins College 3,829 2,997 2,092 22% 1 1,538 1,550 96 686
Saint Leo University 12,190 11,752 3,209 24% 12 8 1,634 1,733 455 1,901

Saint Thomas University 2,519 1,171 918 90% 12 754 795 99 300

Southeastern College 1,675 1,675 990 20% 1 742 880 135 245

Stetson University 3,439 2,161 1,665 12% 4 1,454 1,510 169 454

The University of Tampa 4,645 4,110 1,967 23% 3 1,154 1,360 294 667
University of Miami 15,235 9,996 5,214 59% 17 1 4,366 4,500 243 2,053

Warner Southern College 989 941 797 29% 9 695 800 99 366

Webber International University 656 588 471 35% 2 1 405 460 95

113,207 77,688 44,146 44% 180 38 31,329 33,932 5,556 14,099

10/1/2004 2003-2004 2003-2004 2003-2004 2003-2004 9/2004 9/2004 Fall 2003 Fall 2004 2003-2004 2003-2004

28 28 28 28 28
10 18-
CC’s actual est. Enrolled Awarded

ICUF Fast Facts:  2003 – 2004 Annual Report


